CCSF Candidate Questionnaire - Luis Zamora

Note: This candidate was appointed to the CCSF Board of Trustees on September 10, 2024.
Answers were submitted before he took office.

1. Providing more custodial classes and Vocational English as a Second Language
programs for limited-English proficient jobseekers and ensuring that there are
more classes so that people can schedule flexibly.

e Support
e Oppose

2. Working with CityBuild Academy to provide Vocational English as a Second
Language programs to allow limited-English proficient jobseekers in the impacted
Chinatown community to gain access to CCSF workforce development
opportunities.

e Support
e Oppose

3. Expanding language assistance in CityBuild Academy to include Chinese
language assistance.
e Support
e Oppose

4. Increasing funding for Vocational English as a Second Language (ESL) programs
at CCSF in order to resume ESL classes to pre-pandemic levels, have more
classes scheduled during the weekends, and to have more Vocational ESL
programs for the Chinese LEP community (and/or ensure that they include
Chinese language assistance.)

e Support
e Oppose

5. Developing balanced work-study opportunities for CCSF students to earn a living
wage while studying.

e Support
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e Oppose

Allocating additional resources to provide smaller class sizes, especially for
English as a Second Language instruction.

e Support

e Oppose

Advocating and allocating resources to preserve Cantonese classes at CCSF.
e Support
e Oppose

Any notes or explanations for how you answered above?

No answer.

What will you prioritize to ensure the health, success, and longevity of the CCSF
Chinatown North Beach campus?

As a first-generation college student, I've seen firsthand the transformative power that a
community college education can have. Growing up, my family had limited resources,
and like many families, we were just above the cutoffs where significant financial aid
would be available. Four-year college wasn’t an option, and | went to community college
for my associate degree, so | know how important it is to have a campus close to where

you live, benefiting the community at large.

Success for the Chinatown campus requires CCSF as a whole to be healthy and stable.
I’m running for community college board to bring accountability to CCSF, to increase
enrollment numbers, and to right the financial ship. | will champion common sense
solutions and transparency to steer CCSF toward stability and regain the trust of our

community.

What are your goals to increase enroliment at the Chinatown campus?

It's time to think outside the box in order to grow CCSF. To attract more students, we
need to revamp our marketing including multilingual campaigns, revitalize our course
offerings by working with the academic senate around innovative programs around
emerging technologies like Al, reinvest in pipelines like skilled trades, and provide the

support our students need like language access. | would also advocate for successful
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programs like partnering with our local High Schools to pilot the highly successful
Pathways in Technology Early College High Schools (P-TECH) program, which allows
students least likely to attend college an opportunity to receive their High School
diploma, a credential, or an associate degree. And | would like to expand

dual-enroliment opportunities.

| also believe that Free City should continue to provide universal free tuition to San
Franciscans regardless of full- or part-time status, course of study, educational goals,
age of students, or past academic success. | commit to working with all parties to ensure

all San Franciscans can continue to attend City College tuition free.

How will you ensure stabilized funding for CCSF Chinatown campus in the next
few years?

My focus as a trustee will be to create stability. That includes working to get CCSF off of
the accreditation warning, increasing enroliment numbers, saving for retirement and
rainy day funds so that cuts aren't "go-to" options, and additional savings for expansion
of critical courses that are high in demand. We also need to look into childcare at CCSF
campuses as that also remains a barrier to many students attending CCSF. Specific to
the Chinatown campus, | support identifying additional revenue streams from grants and
working with our local state elected leaders, expanding ESL classes responsibly and as

needed, and ensuring that CCSF enrollment remains free for all San Franciscans.

If elected to the City College Board of Trustees, what will be your top three
priorities and how will you implement change?

As mentioned above, I’'m running for community college board to bring accountability to
CCSF, to improve enrollment numbers, and to right the financial ship. It's time to rebuild
the trust with the community, and continue to expand student services in a financially
responsible way so that we do not fall into a financial crisis again. | was a proud
supporter of non-citizen parent voting for the Board of Education, and would support a
similar action for CCSF as well in order to give so many more people a voice. Thank

you!
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